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SUB J : VANCE/BROWN BRIEFING FEBRUARY 14 
REFS: (A) STATE 74288, (B) TEL AVIV 2842 

1 . RELEVANT PORTION OF ELI NISSAN REPORT REFERRED TO IN 
REFTEL A AND SUMMARIZED IN MEDIA REACTION/PRESS REPORT 
(REFTEL B), BROADCAST MARCH 1, IS SET FORTH BELOW. 

2. POST DID NOT SPOT ANY OTHER SPECIFIC 
BREAKING OF RULES IN FORCE AT FEBRUARY 14 BRIEFING. 

3. ELI NISSAN IISRAEL RADIO, MARCH 1 

BEGIN TEXT: "THE ISSUE OF SUPPLYING ISRAEL, EGYPT AND 
SAUDI ARABIA WITH (US) PLANES HAS GROWN IN COMPLEXITY WITH 
THE STATEMENT BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMEN THAT THE 
USG HAS HAD ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FREN CH-EGYPTIAN DEAL 
INVOLVING 46 MODERN F-l WARPLANES. ANSWERING A QUESTION ON 
THIS SUBJECT LAST NIGHT, SPOKESMAN HODDING CARTER SAID THAT 
THAT DEAL 

WAS TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN THE USG MADE UP ITS MIND TO 
SUPPLY EGYPT WITH 50 F-5-ES. HOWEVER, THIS POINT WAS NOT AT ALL 
MENTIONED IN THE RATIONALE THE ADMINISTRATION GAVE (FOR THE THREE 
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COUNTRY ARMS DEAL.). ON THE SAME DAY THAT SECRETARY VANCE 
RELEASED HIS ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE ARMS PACKAGE DEAL, THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HELD A SPECIAL BRIEFING BY SO-CALLED SENIOR STATE 
DEPT AND PENTAGON OFFICIALS. BEING ONE WHO TOOK PART IN THAT 
BRIEFING, I ALLOW MYSELF NOW TO REVEAL THAT SENIOR OFFICIALS 
WERE NONE OTHER THAN DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN AND SECRETARY OF STATE 
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VANCE. I AM IDENTIFYING THE TWO. BECAUSE THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENT IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH THAT BRIEFING. 
THE SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE AND STATE HAD GONE OUT OF THEIR WAY 
TO EXPLAIN WHY EGYPT NEEDED THE PLANES. THEY SAID THAT 
THE EGYPTIAN ARSENAL HAS SHRUNK, BECAUSE OF THE SOVIET EMBARGO 
ON PLANES AND PARTS TO THE EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE. BUT NEITHER OF 
THEM SAID ANYTHING ABOUT THE FRENCH-EGYPTIAN DEAL....". 

LEWIS 
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